
Dear Rising 6th Grade Parents and Students, 
  
Fostering a love of reading has many rewards!  As the rising 6th grade class prepares to assemble in the fall at 
St. Martin de Porres Catholic School, we will join in the common purpose of being connected through books in 
the magnificent world of reading.  
  
As rising 6th graders, there will be two parts to summer reading:  

 The first part of the middle school summer reading assignment will require students to read three books, 
with one coming from the required list below. The other two books can be a personal choice book that 
has not been read before but must be a minimum of 150 pages long (no graphic novels!). Students need 
to track their reading on the attached reading log.  The reading log will be due the first day of 
school. Reading logs will be collected and used toward a grade on a final reading assignment in 
class. Parents must sign off on the log. 

 The second part to summer reading will require students to complete an in-class project during the first 
week of school focusing on: characters, setting, conflict, plot, and theme (lesson learned from the 
story). Students will create their project for the novel they choose from the required reading list below. It 
would be helpful for students to either have a copy of the book or have notes on the five elements listed 
above to complete this project. 

I hope this requirement will encourage your student to continue reading over the summer.  I look forward to 
seeing you and your students in the fall! 
 
Happy Reading! 
-Mrs. Nolting 
Email: enolting@smdpcatholic.org 
 

SMdP REQUIRED SUMMER READING LIST 2022 
 
Choose ONE book to read from this list: 

Alexander, Lloyd. THE BOOK OF THREE. Taran the Assistant Pig-Keeper is on a quest to become a hero. He 
is joined by an engaging cast of characters that includes Eilonwy, the strong-willed and sharp-tongued princess; 
Fflewddur Fflam, the hyperbole-prone bard; the ever-faithful Gurgi; and the curmudgeonly Doli―all of whom 
have become involved in an epic struggle between good and evil that shapes the fate of the legendary land of 
Prydain. 

Allcott, Louisa May. LITTLE WOMEN. Grown-up Meg, tomboyish Jo, timid Beth, and precocious Amy. The 
four March sisters couldn’t be more different. But with their father away at war, and their mother working to 
support the family, they have to rely on one another. Whether they’re putting on a play, forming a secret 
society, or celebrating Christmas, there’s one thing they can’t help wondering: Will Father return home safely? 

Baum, Frank L. THE WIZARD OF OZ. The adventures of a young farm girl named Dorothy in the magical 
Land of Oz, after she and her pet dog Toto are swept away from their Kansas home by a tornado. 

Evslin, Bernard. THE ADVENTURE OF ULYSSES. In their ten-year siege of Troy, the Greeks claim victory 
thanks to the cunning wit of Ulysses, King of Ithaca, who devised the infamous Trojan Horse. Now, with the 
epic war finally finished, Ulysses sets sail for home—but his journey will be long and arduous. Having angered 
Poseidon, god of the sea, Ulysses and his men are thrown off course by a raging storm and forced to wander the 
perilous world for another ten years. 

Gipson, Fred. OLD YELLER. The stray dog was ugly, and a thieving rascal, too. But he sure was clever, and a 
smart dog could be a big help on the wild Texas frontier, especially with Papa away on a long cattle drive up to 



Abilene. Strong and courageous, Old Yeller proved that he could protect Travis’s family from any sort of 
danger. But can Travis do the same for Old Yeller? 

Lewis, C.S. THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE. Four adventurous siblings—Peter, Susan, 
Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie—step through a wardrobe door and into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal 
winter and enslaved by the power of the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great 
Lion, Aslan, signals a great change . . . and a great sacrifice. 

Lewis, C.S. THE MAGICIAN’s NEPHEW. On a daring quest to save a life, two friends are hurled into another 
world, where an evil sorceress seeks to enslave them. But then the lion Aslan's song weaves itself into the fabric 
of a new land, a land that will be known as Narnia. And in Narnia, all things are possible. 

Lewis, C.S. THE LAST BATTLE. During the last days of Narnia, the land faces its fiercest challenge--not an 
invader from without but an enemy from within. Lies and treachery have taken root, and only the king and a 
small band of loyal followers can prevent the destruction of all they hold dear in this, the magnificent ending to 
The Chronicles of Narnia. 

Rawls, Wilson. SUMMER OF THE MONKEYS. The last thing fourteen-year-old Jay Berry Lee expects to find 
while trekking through the Ozark Mountains of Oklahoma is a tree full of monkeys. But then Jay learns from 
his grandpa that the monkeys have escaped from a traveling circus, and there’s a big reward for the person who 
finds and returns them.His family could really use the money, so Jay sets off, determined to catch them. But by 
the end of the summer, Jay will have learned a lot more than he bargained for—and not just about monkeys. 

Spyri, Johanna. HEIDI. Eight-year-old Heidi is orphaned and her selfish maternal Aunt Dete takes her to the 
mountains to live with Adolph Kramer, her grumpy, old, outcast, survivalist paternal grandfather. Heidi brings 
her grandfather back into mountain society through her angelic ways, sheer love, and adorable personality. 

Stevenson, Robert Louis. TREASURE ISLAND. An adventure novel of “buccaneers and buried gold.” Young 
Jim Hawkins goes on a boyhood adventure quest for buried treasure. 

Twain, Mark. THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER. Follows the thrilling adventures of Tom Canty, a poor 
beggar boy, and Edward, Prince of Wales, after they exchange identities. Humor, excitement, and a plot that 
twists and turns track the lives of the changelings until the rightful prince appears to claim his crown. 

Verne, Jules. AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS. Phileas Fogg of London and his newly employed 
French valet Passepartout attempt to circumnavigate the world in 80 days on a £20,000 wager (roughly £1.6 
million today) set by his friends at the Reform Club.  

Wiggin, Kate Douglas. REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM. Eleven-year-old Rebecca Randall is quite a 
handful—and now she’s leaving her beloved Sunnybrook Farm to live with her well-to-do elderly aunts and get 
an education. But they were expecting Rebecca’s quiet, hard-working older sister instead. Can the bright-eyed 
and talkative girl win them over…especially her strict, rule-bound Aunt Miranda? Just as Rebecca’s “grand 
spirit” charms everyone in the story, it will captivate readers, too. 

Wyss, Johann. THE SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON. Following a wild and raging storm, the Swiss family 
Robinson are stranded at sea. But the thundering waves have swept them off to a tropical island, where a new 
life awaits them. Their ship is laden with supplies and the island is packed with treasures, so they soon adapt 
and discover new dangers and delights every day. 

 

 



Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

SMdP ELA Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Please fill out your reading log below and bring this on the first day of school 
in August.  One book MUST be from the required reading list. The other two 
books can be personal choice books but must have a minimum of 150 pages 
(no graphic novels!). Be prepared to talk about your required reading book in 
class on the first day of school, and to create a project relating to the book the 
first week of school.  This will be your first grade for the school year. 

 

 

 

          Date   Title of Book  Author # of pages     Your Reaction 

1.  

 

2.  

 

3.  

 

 

 

 

Parent Signature: 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


